over benefit cuts 


Ewen MacAskill 


ی ر 
NRAGED British ministers‏ 
E vented their spleen againsl‏ 
ihe Education Secretary,‏ 
David Bluukett, this week afler a‏ 
leakecl letter trom him on disability‏ 
cuts exposecl the biggest split yet in‏ 
[nny Blair's Cabinet.‏ 
The UK Treasury, which set in‏ 
molion the welfare review, was‏ 
serthing aboul Mr Blunkell, whose‏ 
letter expressed “grave anxiety” thal‏ 
rlisablerl people might lose benefits.‏ 
li played dowuıı the letter as a gruss‏ 
overreaclion tw a proposal unlikely‏ 
happen.‏ 10 
în a sign of the emotions that the‏ 
leak has arousecl, û minister [rom‏ 
Labour's modernising wing COl-‏ 
temptuously disrmissed Mr Blunkett‏ 
as “weaving” ou the isstıe of welfare‏ 
reform rather than saying directly‏ 
what he thought.‏ 

The Prime Minister was said to 
be unhappy that the leaked letter 
had swamped his own speech last 
Saturday about wel{are reform. But 
he used the row to rellerate that he 
and his modernising colleagues 
would not be deflected. Mr Blair 
said the welfare system was nol 
working and needed reforın. “We 
will do it fairly. We will do it sensi- 
tively — but we will do it," he said. 

Although Mr Blunkelt insistecl 
last Sunday that he was a mod- 
erniser, his uncompromising Oppo 


David Blunkett: ‘grave nnxicty 


‘The letter. written on December 
ù, the day before Ibe Labour revolt 
on the lone parenl benefits cul, was 
written in response lo proposals 
emerging from a committee of olf 
cials fram Dawning Street, the Troi 
sury and Social Security lyoking itl 
welfare refurm. The review is still at 
an early alage bun trends should 
emerge eitly nexl year. 

"j don't think there's a rift al all." 
Mr Blunkett ssid. "I tink that all uf 
us have gol the same ubjectives, the 
principles spelt ol by ‘ony Blair." 

Camıpalgners for the dlisablecl 
said the revelation of “outrageous” 
proposals meant the Government 
had noe el ul to think anin. 

silion to disability cuts puls him | They expresse! resentment at the 
ide Labour traditionulisis | suggestion that they were spongers. 
such as John Prescott, the Deputy Most were pensioners who are un 
Prime Minister, and Frank Dobson, | able to work while olhers had di¥ 
the Health Secretary, who have hie so severe they could not 
in alarm proposals taking | work either. 
i the اا‎ and the Members of the Disabled People's 
Department of Social Security. . Direct Action Network propose to 

Mr Blair, Chancellor Gordon | beg from the public in Whitehall to 
Brow and Harrie! Harman, the | highlight the impact of benefit cuts 

Social Security Secretary, are deter- | on disablecl people. ر‎ 
mined to push through the reform, 
believiog welfare eats up too much 
of the UK budget and thal money 
should be switched to education 
and healtiı. ر‎ 


Veteran breaks 3 
S$ Korean mould 


Nelson Mandela's 4 
harsh goodbye 


hard and J know there will be a lot 
ol difficulties, but we lıave to stand 
«firm because at the moment we are 
‘going to spend, just on benefits, 
Î more than we spend on our schools, 
our hospitals and our communities 
put together.” ْ 
” His refusal to rule out changes in 


EU feels Kohl 5|. 
wind blowing ا‎ 


‘disability benefit is playing badly in n sek, 21 
many parts of the Labour party, still |. Updike o 9 2 
smouldering over the lone parent | pants and old age 


benefits cul. A nıinister on the tradi- 
«ional wing of the party said: “I hope 
‘they will have the sense to stop this Û gvar tha holfday séason, we are |, 
ior they will rip the pariy apart.” pubiiahirig next weok's issue with 
i Mr Blunkett, who is blind, sald n İ zits one 
‘the leaked letter to the Chancellor, . ا‎ 
saidı “Deeg cuts in E totality of 
‘aupport: fof those' disabled people 


Becausê of distribution problems 


atructlon of a more just society.” 1y 


UK Cabinet split 


133 'out of 174 ün | Mr Blair said: “Changc.is always 


. Si 
ly eyne. 


"Î who either cannot work or can only لای‎ 
ا‎ find very modestly-pald work would | France FF 13 Saudi Areipi 3 030 
0 make a mockery of our professions. Gemeny e , Span. 0 
on soçial exclusion and the cone ااا ب‎ 1 3,600 Der ا‎ SF 3.80 
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Aung San Suu Kyi: Burma's military leaders ‘want us gagged, bound and impotent’ 


Military junta turns on itself as 
ine Burmese economy sinks 


fiends. For the 


reserves as the Burmese 


Burma ranks 


‘the United Nations’ human lèvelop- 
ment index. Since 1988 the regiiie 
has spent more than 60 per cent of 
ıthe budget on a swollen army. : 
A tourist boom, which: the gov- 

'ernmenl predicted would follow 
.Visit Myanmar Year’ (the new nae 
‘for Burma) in 1996, never materi- 
'' alised. Neither did the prosperity 
.that Burma believed Would follow 
ita êptry into the Asean’ 

e May, “A -hotels ‘are Hurtig 
‘mightily, ‘anid thost under cofstruc- 
tion have ‘slpwed 

`potean invèstors are 


said a foreign ‘observer in Ratigo: 


. The International Monetary Fund, 
‘World Bank ‘and Asian Develop 
ment' Bank, will not step in tû help 


thë' military’ junta so long’ aë 
resists movés towards dem: 
‘or dlalûğtie with Ms Suu Kyi. 


IMF warming, page 14 ° 


children and 
cronies, the hotels Heshed oul port- 
folios that extended to banks, ruby 
mines, bus companies and water 
treatment plants. 

The economic free-for-all that 
began eight years ago when Burma 
threw open ils cloors to private et 
terprise andl foreign investment ıiay 
be ending. Austerity is ihe moodl of 
the momeni. Minislers uo longer 
have molorcadea and have been 
toll ta observe traffic rules. The 
importation ol spare car parts — tie 
élite favours Audis — las been 
bannedl to save dwindling foreign 
exchange ٤ 
kyal plummeted — down from 315 
to 395 to the dollar in the past week. 

Observers in Rangoon estimate 
that inflation’ is ‘running al 10 per 
cent'a month, inflicting further mis- 
ery in a country wilere a govern- 
: ment doctor' eariš 1,600 kyat a 

Five ministers — high-raaking Û month, and a traffic policeman 
officers — were sackecl last month. ' 
They have been placed under house | 
‘arrest, and thelr advisers cletaihed. 
.Thë children of the errant generals, 
the ‘tHiéf beneficiaries of a regimë 
‘that has déveloped a taste for the’ | ; 
‘high life, have had their passports 
:confiscated; The’ authorities haye 


barely 1,000 kyat. 


Ms Suu Kyi suggested the anti 


However, thousands of Ms Suu 


seized: businesses,“ padlocking 4 


Mr Guitar —'operated by the com’ 
` Until the collapsê of the Southeast 
Aslan econdniles, Burrha's generals 
and: thelr eroiies amorig' civilian 
:‘businesimen ` had reveled ih a 
‘bullding' boom that ‘within thé past 
18 ‘months ‘hašë’ transformed ` a ' 
charming, albeit ‘crumbling, tole 
nial capital Into a city of facelets. 
luxury hotels. 3 
` Some hotels’ and construçtion 
‘firms ‘wert owried outright by the’ 
:mnilitary’s holding company; others’ 
were private ventures with Soutlr 
east Asian flrms' and the general 


regime has thwarted efforts tu rally 
her followers, by arrests and by 
breaking up meetings. Her lıus- 
band, the Oxford academic Michael 
Aris, and their younger son Kin, 
aged 20, were refusecl visas to visit 
her this Christmas. 


corruplion drive would make litle 
difference. “I strengthens uur re- 
salve because we kuow lhe cto 
nomy won't improve until Ihere iS a 
democracy which makes use of the 
talent inside the country instead, of 
crushing it in the nanıe of securily, 
which really means the perpetua- 
tion of their own power." 


Kyl's followers have given up heir 
NLD 'membership to avoid inter 
‘rogation or jall. “Our people are too 
"gcared," sald a former supporter 
who resigned after more than , four 
years in prisoll. ٤ 


wellknown Rangoon nightclub — 


‘merce ministe's daughter. 


December 28, 1997 


jall terms and the authori 


out statements, and that’ 
could be taken against us,” 


jagged, 


are restricted. Though sh 
diplomats regularly, - the 


26 


Suzanne Goldenberg 

has an exclusive meeting 
with Burma's opposition 

leader in Rangoon 


URMA'S military junta, shun- 
ned by the Wesl and vasl 
adrift by the financial hırmil 
afecling its Asian neighbours, has 
placed five high-ranking minislers 
under house arresl in an anti 
corruption drive inlended {0 revive 
the economy and repair its image. 
But the junta is ax delermined as 
ever lo hang on to power and rebuff 
pressure for demucracy, Aung Sali 
Suu Kyi, leader of the upposition 
National League [or Democracy 
(NLD), toll the Guardian ir an 
exclusive interview al her hone il1 
Rangoon, which is cordunetl olf Dy 
police and watched uver by itr 


formers. 


She spoke days after several of 
her colleagues were sentenced to 


lengthy 


lies accused the NLD of scaring ' 
away foreign investors. “I dont 
know if they are nervous, but they 
certainly seem as if they are oni the 
defensive," Ms Suu Kyi said of the 
Jinla. "Why else would they say il is 
the NLD's fault that foreign invest- 
mentis not coming in?" 

Six NLD leaders were summoned 
a mecting with the home minister 

st week from which Ms Suu Kyi 
was excluded. “They said they were 
û miliary . goverıment and they 
a going to bring in demo- 
0 They said they don’t like 


yl 157, No 
wakending 
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Rugby Union 
ا‎ 


Injured Jones 


unlikely to : 
play again 


| س 
Es captain Gwn |.‏ 0 
Jones in unlikely to play agi‏ 
after suffering a serious spinal ۱ :‏ 
cord injury 10 minutes ino the ' |‏ 
match between Cardiffand | |‏ 
Swansea at the Arma Park last |i‏ 
Saturday in the Welsh National‏ 
League Premier Divislon.‏ 

The 25-year-old Cardiff wing 
forward, who earlier this year 
suspended his medical atudies n | 
pursue a career as a professional : 
rugby player, was hurt after he ` 
became trapped in a ruck. . 

His body became limp and he ' 
lay motionless on the ground as 
play continued. Jones told the 
Cardiff physintherapist he : 
thought he had broken his neck 
and, after doctors were sum- 
muned, play wns held up for five 
minutes while his neck was put : 
in a brace and lhe was ceased on 
to a stretcher. 

Doctors al Carcliff Royal 
Infirmary diagnosed that Jones's 
spinal cord had been cunmı- 
presscd ancl that he hacl lost 


moveınent in his ırma and legs. 
Ile was later placed in the care 
of a neurosurgcan at the 
TIniversity Hospital of Wales, 
from where his family isaued a 
atalemenl later. “His neck ia not 
broken, his conditlon is stable 
and emergency surgery is not 
contentplated,” it sald. “In thé 
acute phasc of such an injury it 

in imponsible to predict the long . 
term oulcone. However, there ٤ 
has heen some improvement 
since his admiasion.” 

A hospital spokesman said 
ones would be in their care “fof 
A while", lt may be weeks before , 
he knows whether he will be able 
to walk ıygain., 

This is Ihe mont serlous ina - 
long line of injuries suffered by ' 
the flanker, who missed two s€ . 
sons earlier this decade after , 
shoulder operations. ا‎ 

Jones was joined in hospital 
by the Swansea hooker Garin !: 


Jenkins’ father, who suffered a 
heart altack an hour into the |. 
match and collapsed on the ter : 
races. Jenkins was told of lıis 
ther’s condition by a polices 
as he was preparing to throw the 
ball into a line-out and vaulted 
over the railings to comfort hla 
miother while his father was ca 
ried into an ambulance, Wor 
Jenkins, who had heart by-p8S 
aurgery last aumımer, was latef 
sald to be in a stable conditiow 
The incidents cast a ahado¥ 
over a fractious matéh اا‎ 
the league's top two teams whi . 
Swansea won 31-22. ' 1 
“1 have never knowh û mate 
lke it,” said Cardiff's former 
Wales captain Mike Hall. Mh 
players are numb with shock 
puts everything into persP€® a 
We lost the match, but gow اس‎ 
We are all thinking of GWYP f 


Garin.” e less 
osê 


“Gwyn’s injûry and the 
'of Garin's father tool the gt 
„off our victory,” Swanseas , 
coach John Plumtrea add 
"Our thoughts are with the 
both.” E 
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red mist 


await any reports. Wright is still on 
a suspended sentence from the FA 
after incidents last season. 

The striker says he was shouting 
at Blackburn Ans taunting him 
about Arsenal's defeat and also his 
booking, which triggers a two- 
ınatch suspension. 

Whatever his understanding, 
Wright's behaviour was inexcusable 
and could leave him open to an FÃ 
charge of bringing the game into 
disrepute, It certainly blows a credi- 
bility hole through his rage coun- 
selling. 

However, the red mist's reappear- 
ance did provide a graplıic illustra- 
tion of tlıe changing atmosphere in 
the Arsenal camp as the team 
slipped to fifth in the table after 
being top in October. 

The prospect of another title con- 
test involving Blackburn and Man- 
chester United shows that there is 
life after Kenny Dalglish at Ewood 
Park. But trying to find any mean- 
ingful life after George Graham at 
Arsenal is proving a trickier feat of 
resuscitation. 

The team are spluttering for 
Power like a car with a loose plug 
lead. The recent loss for three 
games of two of the side's most in- 
fluential players Dennis 
Bergkanıp, suspended, and Patrick 
Vieira, injured — has disturbed the 
team's early momentum, but last 
Saturday's performance and the 
previous home game against Liver- 
pool, which Arsenal also lost, pose 


Poor finish . . . Wright tangles with Stepha 

frustrating day for the atriker PHOTO. ROSS HIHRJAIRC: 
deeper questions about the Arsène 
Wenger revolution. 

Changing the team's preferred 
method of forward motion from long 
ball to slıort was a lauclable aim, but 
Wenger is having to face the fact 
that he is short of players capable of 
playing that way consistently 
enough to challenge for honours. 

The team's shortcomings were 
exposed at Highbury by a high- 


tempo gane in which Blackburn 
closed clown space anl splions will 
suffocalink consistency. Their caye 
tain Colin Henry said: "We sat unı 
thent everywhere. We wan every inn- 
diviclual battle.” 

But loo many Arsenal players — 
Lee Dixon, David Platt, Ray Parlour, 
Wright — lacked the quality af firsl 
touch, passing and movement off 
the ball required to outwit close 
marking. As a result, “we gave {on 
many balls iway,” sail Wenger, 


2 Spotted frult being eaten by "antl every lapse was punisherl”. 
theologian (7) And, (hough Arsenal matehurl 

3 We hear lackey betrays Rovers’ physical effort r in hour, 
arıstocrat (4) even lhat clrainedl away. Worryingly, 


Spell a sentence (4) 


4 Arsenal's scoring record in their las 
5 Circus lot Is usually third on the O 
ë 


eight league ganıes now reacls: (J, {, 
0, 3,0,0, 1,1. 

Tim Flowers's only worry was of 
his owu making, when hr left lis 
line too early and helped Mare 
Overmars put Arsenal ahead on 18 
minutes. Ii was not the orıly interna- 
tional lapse the watching England 


left (4,6) 
Lizzie traps fool with gold 
obtaining new instrument {6,4) 
7 Chose a couple of days to 
shatter disorderly poet (7) 
8 Traced -— in red? (9) 
12 Tip of rosemary put in fresh 


vegetable for marine (5,5) coach Glenn Hodelle mentally filed 
13 Betrays drunk — the worse for away. Just before halftime “Tony 
exposure (10} Adams nearly presented Blackburn 


14 Ghlcke' flimsy coverings invoke 
urges he'll suppress initialiy (9) 

17 Close to fastening chick's flimsy 
covering (7) 

18 Mineral, a small lump, found In 
Island excavation initlally (7) 

22 Disturbed gnats create worry {5) 

23 Stylish Greek character's cold 


with a goal by getting caught int pos- 
session, Then, on 60 minutes, he 
miskicked a routine clearance 
straight to Jeff Kenna, whose cross 
was eventually converted by Jason 
Wilcox. 

Blackburn's second was a wonder 
goal struck on the volley from the 


(4) 1 ‘left of the area bı 1 
jy Kevin Gallacher, 
24 r evioley attached to the who had another effort cleared afi 
church (4) the line, as did Chris Sutton, and 


BGO ARE e Tim Sherwood also bit the bar be- 


fore scoring Rovers’ third, 


agony (9) iting: “Thi 
20 Noble rank accapts black Last week's solution li left Wenger admitting: “This 
Intellectual (8) performance was not good enough. 


1 could get mad, but my task is to 
find an answer." He said he was con- 


[B[AIR[GTuleTHTEMATETTTE[RIS] 
dung cng BBR 
REO [ULTRA] 


21 2 decapitated pack animal . 


a ‘| sidering signin 1 Per 
25 Trek all night in a novel attempt iH Kl ap EE e Plyers Per 

al solving probe j p DRA RE ا‎ he could get Ian Wright a new 
26 A virtuous parson eats small و‎ o ehe 


L1 
1 2 @ Gordon Taylor, the chief execu 


: | tive of the Professional Footballers’ 

„| Agzsûciation, urged clubs aot to ter - 
:minate the contracts of players who - 
fail drug tests. It (ollows: Charlton's 
ıaacking of their 21-yearold ' de- 
° | fender Jamie Stuart, who tested pos- 
.| ;itive for. cocaine‘and marijuana last 
Î ;month. a NE EET 


pudding (5} 
27 Toreduce rapid eye movement 
put in suitable surrcundings (9) 


MH 
(ALA[U MIDI RI 
0 LElalD) 


1 Dangerous gas causing 
commotion in the navy (5) 
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Football Premiership: Arsenal 1 Blackburn Rovers 3 


Arsenal fade into 


a Wright 


Martin Thorpe 
OSING his rag is once again 


all the rage for lan Wright. 

The combined frustration of 
losing at home, being booked, being 
hemed off, scoring once in hig last 
tight league games and knowing 
that Arsenal are trying to sign a new 
striker all came to a head last Satur- 
«lay evening. 

‘The heacl was thal ûf an incandes- 
cent Mr Angry leaning out of the 
Highbury drcssing-room window 
and directing insulling language at 
mssing fans in annoyance at their 
varlier bouinıg. 

Two montis ago Wright was the 
darliug of {he crowd after breaking 
the club scoring record. Now the 
love affair is surely over. Hurling 
abuse at supporters is guarantecd to 
win no onc's henrt. 

According to an eyewitness: "lan 
Wright appeared at the window of 

the easl sland clad in vest and 
tnulerpants haranguing lhe crowd. 

“He was absolutely furious. At 
une point it seemed as though he 
was actually trying to get out of ihe 
wiıklow, so apoplectic was he. The 
crowd were shouting 'we pay your 
wages’ and seemed pretiy appallecl 
that his guy could do this,” 

So annoyed was one fan that he 
complained to the police, wha spoke 
1o Wright and are now considering 
whether to charge him. The club 
have dealt wîth the matter internally 
and the Football Association will 


Cryptic CrOSSWOrd by Chifonie 


1 This sort of day ambarrassed 
the landlord (3-6) 
6 Somes paopie imbibe an orange 
liqueur at a jollilcation (5) 
9 Go wiln people (heartless types} 
and rent large shop (10,5) 


10 Love English banker {4) 
11 Pretentious café with deft 


renovation (8) 


14 Kill deprived child with iodine 


instead of a natural painkiller (9) 


15 Hardy cultivated monster (5) 
16 Spiritual benefactor that is after 


Infomation (6) 


18 Decide beforehand lettie Js to 


ر ی 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 
The Week 


development that would undermine 


catlon for full menıbership of the 
the last shreds of Pyongyang’'s 


woo İn a dramatic effort to unite a European Union in June unless 


of Protestants and Buddhists, a vet 


ion 1 omic crisis. ded Turkey in a Hat 
lene! ocracy in a | nation in deep econ immedi- | the EU inclu 
ideology. eran a : a by Taê deli e of candidate countries, 
Mr Kim won with 403 per cent of he miltary the favourite son of the j ate criticism fron one o’ 
€ . 


the vote, just 1.6 percentage points 


trys leading human rights groups, 


President Desmond Hoyte. 
when the military might have inter- 


sion to conımute Chun's death sen- 


: : ٤ 
lice chief and his deputy, wen! 
before disciplinary councils. 


DISTRICT judge in the US 

nwarded the families of 
three Cuban-American pilots 
more than $187 million in 
damages ngainat {he Havana 
government for the denlhs of 
the men, who were shot down by 
a Cuban jetfighter in 1996. 


ہہ 


altempting to prove I 
1 a no prohibited weapons, 
took Western journalists to 0 
called presidential sites E 
has declared off-limits ta Unit 
Nations ingpectora. 


ا ا 


e 


New South Walés gallery PHOTO: Dav erAY 


A performance artist walka 


ici ٤ IR crash experts from the 
igines get no official apology Rt at e 
Aborigine : 3 0 by ‘the sileice and ‘Btubbornness in’ 1 port e e P r tila 
aT E PEE Being 737-300 ih Sumatra, in 
: Fe O osha: 1e former ' whith 104 people died. . .'. 
" chair of Atsic, the Aboriginal parlia- | ___ 


' ef ts and churches, wiıich con- 
tinued into ‘thé’ 1960s, but there 
would be no formal apology. 

The package was the govern- 
ments response to the ' Humari 


` Christopher Zinn in Sydney 
و‎ 


& Australian government last | 
TE vefused to either apolo- 
' gise to or compensate the “Stolen 


HARITY NGILU, a trong 


aed E: taken from her par- 1 
igines id itş offl- |; Rights and Equal pore iE acl ji wra a dey of shame and presidential contender 
Cera iae ho @ human rights a e 
and police con- |; cial response 1 Horme.-The repor! 


ission report on past policies 
f breaking up indigenous les. 
The Aboriginal affairs minister, 
John Herron, unveiled a four-year, 
$50 million package to help ni 
: Aborigines taken from thelr e 
` under the now-discredited po ey 1 
` assimilation. 


: . . Ken- 
‘Meanwhile a damaging spit be“ : agent Daniel aap Mol in Kat: 0 
ès to improve | tween the'states emerge last week 8 e 
morê lo he gd eduttiûn. | IR he celon, of cele a | resell up portete. 
their health cir | et elie | aa ell 
gi ders sald the lack of |: conven! ıt wil e 
"e e e On pensaiên would lala e ê Queen 
` delay n between blatks 0 ات‎ zepuilene wire top 0 
ere nd, |" a etgtatet eg, | RES el 
` ' Senator ii اا‎ , missioner, Miçk E E O ale 
the prime minister, Jo 1 ‘the financial i 3 1 o etc Furl 8 
had Foxpressed deep ‘sorrow about |' course uit they are diminish û | pesely populated furl 


' accounts of bables being forcibly re-' 1 


« mı. | Nigeria ‘coup plot’ foiled... 
TCE ie Ad filled a: | to Gen'Abaclaê f tS 19001 | fi 
of MoT O, erjêrel "San! || an alleged ett praise rie 
i, û : ا‎ 1e 8 General Olusegyh’ 1d 


ات 


«IN 


١ ! ie r hae reek e |e erûg ine E ا‎ 


issident wins South Korea election 


KOREA last week 
انا‎ the governing party 

H for the first time in half a cen- 
narrow victory to 


ty amıilitary coup in 1961 and paved 


Agencles In Kingston 


AMAICA'S prime minister cele- 
ل‎ brated his party's unprecedentecl 
third straight election wir last week 
wilh a pledge to end political vio- 
lence. But while reggae music rang 
out at P J Patterson's victory rally, 
gunshots filled the air elsewhere in 


Patterson's le's National 
e won 49 e {he 60-sent 
Parliament. The Jamaica Labour 
party, led by the former prime min- 
ister, Edward Seaga, won 10. . 

“regard this [victory] as a clear sig 
nal...that the country wanls an etl (o 
j | poliical violence,” Mr Patterson, aged |: 
1 62, told jubilant supporters. “I hope 
that tonight we are not only lurning a 
Page but opening a brand new and 
exciting chapter in the annals of 
Jamaican politics,” he sald. 

But while he spoke, gunfire 
erupted in gouthwest Kingston, 


fronted flaming roadblocks built by ' ÎÎ 
Supporters of the defeated Jamaica 
Labour ‘party, who were protesting: |. 


The 67-year-old Mr Seaga, leader 
of the conservative party since 1974 
and prime minister from 1980-89, 
defeat within hours of 


The election also brought defeat nh 
aS E 0 frst : the actions of federal and btate gov. [ECanE 
timea third party has cornpeted in a |j : 
Jamaican وا‎ Golding loşt his’ 
Seat in patliament. ٠ 
Before the election; Mr Patter- 
son's party had 51 seats, Mr Seaga 
had seven, and Mr Golding’ 
broke away from Labour 
crisis over Mr Seaga's ‘leadershij 


WEEKLY 
gD 1997 


HE Turkish prime minister, 
Seal i i- Mesut Yilmaz, aald that 1 
- | to free the disgraced former presi a okt 
vivors; the question reıniins Wun the Guardian MH EEE 9 : ا ا‎ 
de | whether that trusteeship does nol ask a fox lo review a baq, ns In Seoul has long mate outsider —- a Cal Tae- | Ankara draw 
entail fiduciary obligations to mili- | titled The Lives Andrew Higgi 


tury, handing a 


the capital 


ite | fatal stabbing of a poll 
a electlon-related shoot- 
ings reported iı Kingston, ancl 
nunterous accusations of fraud, last 
week's elections were the most 


1 


1 
peaceful in decades. 


where armed 


at the stabbing. 


conceded 
polls closing, 


ment of Bruce 


two 


asked Laura Cumming to Tevieg 
Public/ Privalelj 
and the resh kı; 
eX as ail 


those hermetically sealed ع‎ 


WV ait earlh are “spin da: 
lors" {December 14)? Sone 
Hew cricketing advisory board? Ors 
new terrible tabloid tongue twisir 


Prevenletl by [he enlry fee. And se j 
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the Swiss banıks" position overrides 
the contestable status of Mr Brunt: 
man as trustee of Holocaust sur. 


Briefly 


OF Chien 


fred C Kinsey: A 
(Novenıber 23) 
been unfortunate, 
from a nunnery “, 


The rhetorica! state of any ques- 


tions be limited to the remnants of 
Christian missionary organisations? 
That is my question to Mr Bıonfmin 
and the World Jewislı C ongress. 
Darid Kettler, 

Rhinebeck, New York, USA 


boxes of corporate assertion, 
William O AMtaeser, 
Springfield, Fermant, USA 


G OLD resiclue from the Nazi era 
could defuse some landmines, 
or give a few villages a bil of fresh 
waler, in this way, Holocaust suır- 
vivors could show the worl wlıal 
they themselves were denier] — ihe 


sııpport and sympathy of iheir 
fellow man. 


Diana Hanaor, 
Haifa, Israel 


t0 test our tottering lalerance? 
Owen Finch, 


Landsborough, Queensland, Ausirakı 


EFORE your correspondenl 
Peter Llewellyn (Nuventber 2l 
and others become overexcited 
abel the prospect of a 4-cenl bu 


ness fax fronı Dar es Saluamı lo Lor 

2 don, I recommen e 

cansicleralious. First, the le : 

Along with me, ing field is unly useful to ا‎ 
myself and / wuut lo play {he gane in que 


even those wlıo are not unusull 


A WOMAN is so desperate for 
children thal she risks a multi 
ple pregnancy and gives birth to sep- 
tuplets, who will undoubtedly suffer 
physically and psychologically for 
her decision (Wlıen a miracle loses 
its shine, Novenber 30). A wealthy 
career woman leaves home at 6.30 in 

e morning and only sometimes 
gets back in time to put ier two 
small children to bed (Tı Transatlantic 
high flier, November 30). Single 
women are selecting unknown 
donor fathers from sperm banks on 
the basis of their height and hair 
colour. A professional man I know 
rejects his wife and new-born son 
and goes into therapy. to confront 
the traumas of his childhood. 

We are not talking of the parents 
who are so desperate that they sel] 
their children into sex or slavery, 
but of parents in a “me” generation 
who are putting their own emotional 
needs before those of thetr children. 
Psyclıoanalysis dwells on the dam- 
age done to our 
— invariably by 
ically, has done 
responsible attitude „towards our 


oud, there is a remark attributed lb 
‘Thoreau when told {hat Boston had 
been connectccl lo Texas by lel 
graph: “How wonderful! But wha 
was il precisely Lhat we wanted lû 
say to Texas?” 

Tony Simpson, 

Wellington, New Zealand 


HE House of Commons has r 

flected public opinion in its ore 
whelming vote against fox huni 
(December 7). Yet the Governmenl 
refuses to give support to any lezi 
lation and the opposition İs'dettf 
mined to prevent further 

any means possible”. Js 0 
democracy, or did I miss som 
Pete Foster, . 
Witstone, Hertfordshire 
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Lucy Trench, 


oil wells in 65 oilkproducing coun- 
tries. Their findings indicate that oil 
production , and new. distoveries 
have already peaked and are. likely 
to halve over the next 25 yéars, 


Whether driven by resource de- 
pletion or by serious attenıpts’to re- 
duce greenhouse gas emissions, the 
impact on  higğhrenergy industri 
will be profound. 
Amongst the required changes will 


Er all the accusations levelled 
at the US in the debate over 
global warming, one would con- 
clude that Americans are all lıedo- 


whase ecological conscieuces are 
clean. The US does indeed wasle erı- 
ergy, but this is in part due to the 
way the country has developed, with 
far too many people living in free- 
standing single-family houses — the 
most inefficient kind of dwelling — 
and witlı far too many cars needed to 
get to these houses, which are 
beyond tle reach of Inass-transit, 
This kind of developntent is not 
unique lo the US, lowever, and I 
in general is much 
different for Canadians, Australians 
or New Zealanclers — or, for that 
matter, people in the Gulf countries, 
wlio are extravagant wasters of their 


The US has a much higher popıt- 
lation than any of these couniries, 
which accounts for [ts higher per- 
centage contribution to greenhouse 
gases. The US is currently the 
fastestgrowing developed country; 
since this population growth comes 
mostly from immigration, and since 


iand one the world can do without. - 


‘Prague, Caech, Republic. 0 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Genetic advances put 
more food on the table 


OUR reporters’ warning that 
genetically engineered food 
could lead to mass unemployment 
among farmers and the collapse of 
export markets in the Third World 
tA $400bn gamble with the world's 


spite incteasing demand, 


modifled food, but the rest of the 
public is in virtual ignorance, espe- 
cially of the fact that, with 60 per 
cent of processed food containing 
soya, they effectively have no choice, 

Consumer choice has to be 


alised countries 


: Id poorest region. : till many 
issident and former polit | more than the governing arty hl e rd 46 million e eal MEE still lan- ANETIAGAN, a TE 
endowed to meet the dwindling re- | verted the research; thus... 1 n prisoner Kim Daejung in presi- e of 1 his op | people to brace a 0 Buishdng in South Korea's jails. ا‎ e Cpe Jagan, was 
food, December 21) is surely some- respected and protected by bio- | be the demise of the consumer Sponsibilities of caring for Holo- | eration of perverts was barn" clon اا‎ not hesitate to concede. | “pain, tears اا‎ state that once Roh and Chun, who tied aworn in as the firat woman 
thing we should celebrate, not fear, technology companies, food manu- ethic, a reduction İn mobility, partic- | caust survivors, In short, I think | Ms Cumming in a warble dile | wir Kim's win ends an era of | ponen jor incidents marred voting, | his command 1 ld provide no re- | leased on Monday, were co tion in | president of the former Britis 
In Britain, advances in agricul | facturers, farmers and the British | ularly in regard to air anıd car rans- | that here is an opportunity — per- | sense, She was surprised tha machine politics and marks the first o al country accepted the out- tried to kill a O cure | of mutiny, treason and ا‎ reme | colony in only ita second demo- 
tural technology mean that most of government. Townswomen will con- port shifts to smaller-scale, | haps an obligation — for Jewish eight, he [Kinsey] was exami: transfer of power to the | an ir lief rom . by he International | August 1996. In April, the dect | cratic election. She beat former 
us have escaped the back-breaking | tinue to fight the Propaganda and | labour-intensive economies and po- | organisations to act righteously in position. The previous ouster of E was a time not too long ago | prescribed 1 Court upheld an appeals cour’ 
drudgery of a subsistence 1 nd labelling and welkbalanced litical ronal. Ey impact of | the world beyond the confines of دا‎ ruling élite was brought about € Monetary Fund. 
aud replaced it with the infinite! ormation. change may be eased by the transi- | the Jewish community. 
more rewarding pleasures of urban- | Jris Shanahan, tional use of natural gas and ur 
iantlon, 


Townswonten's Guilds, 


1 To calın unease among conserva to life in jail and cut Roh's 
ا‎ d to prevent Mr Kim, long | ited the national ceme- | tence eas The 
gently required research and Î tion about Jewish claims after the Fi pk e wey for 30 E viewed 8 sfi on imin, OR م‎ aS 1 a e guilty of S3 a i 
despotism. imi 1 a 3 ec! 
if genetic engineering can in- | Edgbaston, West Midlands derelopment into renewable energy E unfortunately obliges me | all see the Pp The opposition triumph is ey e AAS four ا‎ e 0 “For E ا‎ 0 date, Milan aoe, ra 
crease yields, improve nutritional teclınologies. to show the scars that entitle me to | Lewis Coopersmith, unsettle North Korea, wl idency. Along the 1 8 mil j millions of dol againat an ul tra-nationa 
content and reduce the labour re- Although apparently disastrous speak. 1 am an escapee of the Holo- Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, aii with South Korea has | to 2 i ee of mili- | national a 2 a esi lenger in presidential elections. 
quired to put dinner on the table, | £7 7S vital that European political | to economic rationalism, a shift to Î caust, born in 1930 in Leipzig in a provided the Stalinist regime's only | way a en, surviving assassi- | tary has to d the resident agreed | Martin Woollacott, page But the oppositon alr 
then that can only be a good thing. | f will is more successful in resisting | lowerenergy societles could carry Î family of East European Jews and secure mooring. Mr Kim, of the | tary Bil ۹ "kidnapping and a | dentelect an P Vojlslav Seselj, and his Ra d 
Denying modern technology to Î this cultural import from the United several benefits for human well- | accidentally able to emigrate to the MRT WOOLLACOTT ¥ Î National Congress for New Politics, | nation bids, accused the Socialists of a 
those who need it is a şurefire way Î States than it has been in the Past. | being. Most important of all would | United States in March 1940, My that Wall Street brokers dil: and said the turnout was below 
ûf perpetuating the deprivation that | There igs more at atake this time. be the recognition that sustainabil- Î parents were poor, but my close rel- "wing past the windows this ty! = the requisite 50 per cent. 
agrarian societies have to live | Brian Pilling, ity of human societies into the next Î ativeg included individuals, all nur- | as they seemed to have lost noi; 
tlırough. Barrowford, Nelson century depends on reciprocal relg- dered, whose names could easily | (December 7. The real reke 5 fficers 
Paul Bryan, tionships with, and responsibilities appear on one or another of the lists | those greecly chaps didn't jump IX Egyptian police o e 
Birmingham ی و‎ towards, the rest of the natural world, | from Switzerland. October is that it is impossible t wns a feCO rd accused of a 
A clim ate which have been characteristic of in There is a library of books about open the windows in the moder last month's e pee 
digenous communities for millennia. Î the Holocaust bearing titles of out- | New York skyscraper. Many ic . ل‎ rm in Luxor, including the 
OU are right to highlight the for chan e Bryan Furnass, rag, such as While The World have been saved sinıce thet ol: thir e اک‎ 
impact of genetically modified 9 Canberra, Australia Watched. Now the world is watching | October in 1929 by the design :: 
food and biotechnology — but I] sug again. Why should the saving excep- 
pect you are tao late, The European TE United States and Australia 


Parliament was under huge pres- 
Sure tû approve a Europenn Union- 
wide biotechnology patent directive. 
Jt is the only EU-wide patent legisla. 
tion, it wil] bypass national patenting 


have evaded their international 
responsibilities in failing to respond 
adequately to the 60 per cent reduc- 
tlon in greenhouse gas emissions 
callecl for by the UN international 


nistic gluttons, while the rest of the 
legislation and, in one Swoop, the | Panel! on Climate Change (Kyolo | world consists of guiltless ascetics 
lebate on biotechnology in Europe | fails test on climate crisis, Decemb- 
will be effectively at an end. 


erl4). 
Ironically, greenhouse gas reduc- 
tion targets may be overshadowed 
by resource depletion early in the 
coming century. The independent 
petrochemical cunsultants Camp- 
bell and Laherreres have stuclied 
the performance history of 40,00 
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David Hallam, MEP 
Bridgnorth, Satlop 


6 UR members are well-versed in 
the ethical and consumer ag 
ments surrounding genetically 


don't believe life 


clıeap energy. 


more people will surely mean more 
Pollution, shouldn't other countries 
at the Kyoto conference have asked 
for the US to cut immigration as 
well as greenhouse gases? 
Paul Tetrault, 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
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World Jewish Congress. That the‏ ا 
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payabla to 'The Guardian Weekly’ denıptionı seems just on the record,‏ 
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"distributed to Holocaust survivors” . 
| LL TEETEETTTTLETLTT much less clear, Why shouldnt, 
Cardholder's sgnatura..... ....... 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


When Helmut sniffed, the EU caught a cold 


A coming under threat from a new di- | Union for the challenge of enlarge- | Greece to oppose the idea of all 11 


Notes of discord as 
bell tolls for Mandela 


د ا ج ي 
David Beresford and Angelia‏ 


white oppositi 1 
Johnson In Johannesburg white privilege. Paries defending rection. Kohl is not menaced by any j ment; and to make the EU more rek Î putative candidates starting entry 
Perhaps the most startlj single politician, but by a wider po- | evant to its citizens. In the event, the | negotiations at the snme time is to 
ng aspect litical reaction against his power. | first two objectives were not | delay the accession of any new 


of the speech was his a 
1 ftack on un- 
specified non-governntental îi 


S PRESIDENT Nel - 
Aie hanclecd over’ he 0 


reins to Thabo Mbeki at last Germany's federal regions, the Lin- | achieved and the third only partly | members at all. For these poorer 


a —_ 
Chris McGreal in Harare 
der, had insisted that Germany's ne | achieved.” In short, when Germany | members, who are massive net 


week’ : sations, wl 1 
: he EI o [ET OSS ir Mafikeng, working to e) 0 1 0 ROBERT MUGABE it is the tional right of veto be upheld to | says No, not much gets Jone. beneficiaries of the EU's largess, 
: African politics iI wr era in South | the liberation moveme 1 Tiioly alliance". But Zim- prevent Brussels from imposing its By contrast, Germany has said | more means less. The more new 
Ith warning bells, gested they were babwe's president has done more policies upon the regional barons. Yes to a single currency for Europe, | members, the less money for them, 
li 


, e message was clear: | 
ens and Purposes, Mir E 
as been consigned to history. The 
E ofthe at man İs over, 
le weeklong conference wr 
dominated by his Enemies "o 


But the real significance of Kohl's | the euro. Even the oncehostile | now that the Germany has closed its 
intervention was that the rest of Eu- | opinion polls are shifting in favour | wallet and said tlıat enlargement 
rope saw, for perhaps the first time, | as the economic recovery staris to | must be funded from existing bud- 
the arrival of a Germany that can | take hold and nıore Gernıans accept | gets. 
say No. Majority voting had hith- | that their political and industrial There is a striking contrast be- 
erto been the chief institutional re- | lites have already made up their | tween the disarray that has marked 


than he cares to admit to forge the‏ | ؟ 
i Î yikely consensus that exists be-‏ ' 
Î reen Zimbabwe's newly assertive‏ : 

-Î de unlons, which brought the 
country to a halt this month, and 
shite larmers, whose domination of 


ments of foreign 
institutions”, 
Coning from Mr Ma 
1 ndela — 
who has given lis life to 2 
of racial unily and has shown con 


governments and 


| Change speech, an {eınpt for “nopulist" exploitati آ0‎ 
fiveh cı An extraordinary | black gri St Expioltatiorr of he land appears doomed by im- mE form Koh! had pursued. Moreover | minds, The imminence of the euro | the EU enlargement process and 
hê devere dress, Although bewildering Bo 0 0 2 pending nationalisatiort, The Year in Europe Germany has traditionally played | has already achieved an almost | the brisk and efficient way the Nato 
that il was ty was fitdle doubt Mbeki, the coınment uted to Mr ا‎ Mr Mugabe has even managed to Martin W Ik ۲ the role of conciliator in Europe, the j miraculous convergence of most | alliance set about expanding itself to 
last inspirerl — bı 0 ~~ Or at | frightening than bal were more incur the wrath of the soldiers who artin Walke rich uncle who solves the family's | European economies. Their levels | include the Czechs, Hungarians ancl 
Apparently desl they would seem to ing. because fought the liberation war that put problems by peeling off deutsch- | of shrinking budget deficits and | Poles. The difference, quite simply, 
tone for the new 0 lo sel the | worst fears about S 0 i the . | himin power 17 years ago. HE MOST important event of | marks fron the fattest wad on the | their interest and inflation rates | was American leadership. President 
tion, it was prea 3 Î administra president-designate. outh Africa's i | The champion of Zimbabwe's in- the European year took place | continent. have all come so close that only | Clinton saicl it would be these thre 
given to Mr Ma e ا‎ have been The reaction of whi | ceasingly poor urban population is in Amsterdanı last June, when But even rich uncles get weary. | Greece, alone of the 15 member j and only these three, Only A nasty 
ndeta to deliver ojı 1 white South 1. Morgan Tsvangirai, secretary gen- | Germany's chancellor, Helmut Kohl, | Germany is forking out a grand total | states, would not qualify to join the hiccup by the US Senate failing to 


the grounds tliat his stature would Arica to the Speech i 


ech is best summed ۴ : : n ا‎ 
protect hi up bı iti med ' ANC's mos; : EE eral of the Zimbabwe Confederation | went to the lavatory. His foreign | of $1,000 billion (a figure not far | euro under the criteria set at Maas | ratify the Nato enlargement trealy 
i 0 on too much criti 4 Vente ical commentator, Gill ا 0 ا‎ proportionate excitement ن‎ O ERLE أ‎ af Trade Unions (ZCTU). minister, Klaus Kinkel, briefly took | short of Britain's GDP this year) in | tricht. The price, in unemployment Î can deraîl it, and that looks less 
nuity of leaderslı ggesting a Conti | published bestseller. Ate a recently | minister, who ا ا‎ Inance | development at the conference 7 ote | Mbeki and thse like him «ho ZCTU's general strike was called | his chair, and innocently approved | the upliill task of absorbing former and in forgone growth as a result of | likely now that the extra costs have 
Jt was, E oes He says e f Mandela | were spurning an hifi whites | election of Piulrick “Terror” ] êi the | fought the Nalional party govem -; against tax rises, But underlying it | new clauses in the draft Treaty of | East Germany into the wealth and | slern fiscal discipline, has been | been massaged dewn by the Nata 
by South Africans 0 shown sign that the “rain was a | chance to mend fences with DI the parttime post of party ok Ota fo ınent Irom exile. | was exasperation at unemployment, Amsterdam which said that hence- | prosperity of the West. The limit of steep. 1 bureaucracy to a barely plausible 

lender di not save te pH cept is fast unravelling, Alon" con- 0t while the white Coma 3t year Lekota was O ا‎ African coınmentalon 1 a ol cost, HBO a forth e eae the e EY has beer here is اا ا‎ unt e the | $1.3 billion over the next ¢lccade. 

: rom : : rv 8 „| Obviousk S premier of the F e clescribing Mr ا‎ government has no | environınent, culture and some in- | reached, and perhaps even sur- | euro will go ahead on tine, in Janu 
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revolution was ıı delegates the | are part "of the 1 ا‎ his words € outgoing ا‎ lack élite, — he is reputed to hı TF Mandel Posed “enemies of change" P  ' poup of hugs whu broke into his | and insisted tlıat Germany wouki | Hitler. Everything else thal has mat- | riles. There will clearly bealwlicr j generally. Irue 1e wir constant 
1 dela warned f nol over, Mr Man- grammar that e 0 lack cultura] Makhenkesi Stofile iro general, hearts of many notorious, won the | @ Winnie Mandel, for ب‎ wife ol ollîce — an attack le blames on thc | not accept this extensioıt of the sys | tered this year has been about Ge | Europe, at last uMil ihe Outs juin Û post-war strtleuy ol coup 
i umdertmi i ee forces bent more alenated and feeling even conference that he 0 to the | ative Free Stale E e Mr Mandela, decided against sland- i ; ome affairs minister and police | tem of majority voting. Hans van | many's tough choice between ils | ihe single currency, which wil be Û European inlegratiun, ihe US has 
young democr, & South Africa's ere has bh larginalîsed. dramatic turna overseen a | an Afrikaans Bible bı hi ceping | iıug for the posl of ANC depul , omniissioner, Mierlo, the Dutch foreign minister, | bone-deep delerminalion la be a | useful praclice for the coming of he Û given an umicıble welcnme tı the 
acy. He accused the en Criticism of ound jit Party 1 ا‎ bed and PY e The erisis evolved out of Ihe | was so outraged (at the end of an | ınoclel European state, and the polit- | {hree-tier uurope, which is likely 10 { eıro, despile the inevilable erusiun 


ident after being stymi 
ymietl by a rule e : 
change hat raise the le qj | :Pievances of liberation war veter- 


nominees slıe needed. However, she | ıS who were incensedl at the gov- 
: 'emment's repeated [failure 1o 


finances. He attribul in pari ¬ he has emerged ag the champion 
ttributed it in t to heh ed as the chı 
create opportunities for black busi Jt is made u 


complacency witlin South ۲ 
white community, which اخ‎ 
Im a collective delusion that it 


media of conspiring with 
ernmental organisations 1 e 
mine the black-led government, the 


exhausting day) that he threatenedl | ical costs of being Europe's banker | follow the EU's enlargemenl inlo j it will inply for lhe dollars dami- 
to plınch Kinkcl on the nose before | of last resort. Nexl year stes a | Faslern Europe. nane ah û FTV rLNCYy. But 
being calmed down. Perhaps the | German gneral cleclim. Enlargemem was anulher mauler | American insisenee on Lhe priuily 


Private 0 i dore eno; neg ON tat it has | ness, whi : kept her post o ati 
apartheld's Farter a rule, ugh by allowing majority | by way or aoe gulte in rewards movement and e eo ion live CI 1 i j nour its prumises of cash. The sil- | story has grown with lhe ielling. As a rsılll ul Kohl's decision to | hat was supposl to live been sel- of Nalo has virlually quashed Ue 
and economic control ownershi This has e ۹ identification ار اا‎ Communist Party, as well can | ship body, finishing in 15th place in | ! uation worsened after the adminis | But it was quite a moment, for threv | balk al radical EU reform, the Ams | fled this year, bul was nul. Afler û | French reams out û spirale | 
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Strange parallels in a Korea stil 
divided by cold war imperatives 


ever, forced a reliance on fureign 
allies, making unification, essential 
for true independence, even more 
remote. And the demands of (hat 
conflict, reinforcing the power of 
the party élite in the North and the 
officer corps in the South, cot 
tributed to the authoritarianism 
apparent on both sides uf ihc De- 
Militarised Zone, 

Both sides embarked on a force 
industrialisalion in which North 
Korea was initially tle leader and the 
South the laggard, pusitions now ru 
versed. But the distorlions of this 
industrialisalion — the inefficiencies 
andl stupidities of the North and the 
corrupt relationship between gov- 
ernunent, corporations and army in 
the South — bore down on the com- 
mon people. The hardness of life in 
the North has oflen been unclerlinerl, 
but the way ordinary Southerners 
have lime and ngain paid the price 
for lhe irresprnsibilily of the cume 
ratious is less oflen remarked. Tle 
bailout of 1970, recounted in Bruce 
Cunmings's history ol modern Karen, 


poor and deprived continue to 
form the world’s largest op- 
pressed class, Unicef can point 
to the benefita that have accrued 
in countries such as Zimbabwe, 
which invested heavily in human 
resources with special emphasis 
on access for women and girls, 
Rich countries also need to 


take these lessons on board. A | Martin Woollacott 
ment appears in one of the earll- | new survey from the Harvard 


est documents on huinan rights | School of Public Health shows 
— the Geneva Declaration of | that most Americans place con- 
1924. Three-quarters of a cen- Î cern for their children's health 
tury later, malnutrition remains way below drugs and crime — al- 
the hidden source for disease, | though one in five US children 
stunting, mental retardation and | lives below the poverty line, In 
early death for nıillions of chil | the end, no matter how inventive 
dren around the world. Unicef's | the remedial measures may be, 
seasonal report, The State Of | it requires political will to carry 
The World's Children*, calla it a them out. In poor and rich coun- 
“ailent emergency" that is taking | iries alike, Unicef SAYS, govern- 
A vASt toll ınd yet haa stirred too j ments enn cither take positive 
Hltle puhllc nlarm. This is nat action, or allow children to he- 
only about victims of flood, | come intellectually disabled, 
famine or flight in Bangladesh, | physically stunted and vulnera- 
Nartlh Koren or Congo. Mal- Î ble to illness in later life. There 
nutrition contributes to more should only be one choice, 

ihun half of almost 12 million “Oxford Univeraity Press, £6.95 
dleatha 4 yenr among children 
under five in developing coun- 
ties. Deprivation has ji 


d LJ LL 
in the former Soviet bloc o 15 Lim its to 
per cent of under-twos in Russia 
are now stunted. And even in the seasonal 
u 
goodwill 


OAU fails to 
settle dispute 
in COMOros 


ج 
Jean Hélène in Addis Ababa‏ 
ج ی ی 


HE Organisation of African 
T Unity's summit on the Co- 
moran question, which was held in 
the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, 
from December 10-13, ended with- 
out significant progress being made 
on the main subject of dispute: the 
territorial integrity of the Islamic 
Federal Republic of the Comoros 
islands and the establishment of a 
transitional period dıring which a 
new constitution would be drawn up. 

The only thing the separatists 
and the government agreed to «lo 
was to hold, “an interisland confer 
ence as son as possible, to define a 
new institutional framework that 
meets the Comoraus' legitimate 

irations”. 
e OA organiserl the summit 
in the hope of solving the crisis hat 
came tn a head wlıen separatists 


n 
France drags feet o 


Bosnia war crimes 


compounded. The South's state in- 
dustrialisation produced ùne of the 
work's mos! completely export-led 
and also most dangerously indebted 
cconamies. The Norlh had almost 
nû way of utilising outside capilal, 
while lhe Suuth had, as it now Ap 
pears, alnıost loo many ways of 
¢loing so. 

The North's situution naturally in- 
creased the desperation of Ihe 
norlhern êlite after Kin IFsunygls 
death and contribuléd to tle very 
dangerous, if largely hidden, nuclear 
weapons crisis belween 143 and 
199%, which cuull even live lel to 
wir but whiclı was defusd by the 
Clinton aulministralion. The Suutlis 


HERE was once anolher time 
when events in a not much 
known or well understood 
Aslan country called Korea took a 
turn that frightened the world. What 
was it stake then was not the slock 
markets or the global economy, but 
the globe itself. As Nortlı Korean 
anıl Chinese troops pushed south in 
November and Decenıber 1950, dri- 
ving sometimes Pauicky and disor- 
ganised United States, South 
Korean, anl Commonwealth 1roaps 
before them, Washington came 
close to using nuclear WeapOlıs, 
President Harry Truman wrote in 
his diary in early December “I 
looks like World War III is lere . . ." 
In early Derember Clement At- 
llee flew to Washington to dissuade 
the US (ron dropping the bomb. He 
tailerl. Using nuclear weapons [e- 
mained a serious possibility well on 
into the new year. On Christmas 
Eve, General Douglas MacArthur 
sent Washington a list of targets for 


1 ted 
E charge that it had not co-operat 
COM ith the tribunal in its investiga- 
اا‎ tions. A spokesınan for Védrine 
اسا‎ said: "France ie a a 
between France own way with the tribunal. 
اا‎ war e that the continuation of peace-keep- 
kk: The Hague came no | ing operations may be called e 
a tiled after a meet- | question if, at the tribunal and in the 
Dere bê 15 between the | media, witnesses and indicted per 
Rh foreign minister, Hubert Vê- | sonıs are treated in the same way. 
e O al Cii prose- This recourse to lace e 
. Louise 1i future peace-keeping operi 
ed E, e urprising, and Yédrine's explana 
fared up after the defence minister, | surpr E. 8 E REE 
in Richard, said France would | tion is not very 1: 1 
situation ıl first led tr trinaphalisın Alain E he SiC to teslify oly one “way” of working vith he 
in Seoul and the assunipliun that اچ‎ 7 which he ac- . , whic 1e 
a colin i E 0 a e cepted by amending its legislation 
Inanter uf asl Gerntany, ind thal أ‎ cused of gan 


trial interview with Le i bun: co-operation between France and 
١ ial”. In an interview with Le Monde | in 1995. confusion over | fied before the Hague tribunal be- | co-operation 

ull, Korea would then finance a {see below}, Arbour responded by | Nor is there any 8 
reunification, i» West Geruany did. £ 


1 . The army's likely dis- 
1 t been called as a | the ıribunal. Th a 
or! rie en a witness İ cause none has ye' Deer untlement will anyway no 
Bul, is lh’ Auutralîan und i amg hat EE ا‎ eg er, and the | witness”, and et 1 0 Paris ie ils relations with the lribunal. 
2 in, avil Kese: poll etê a 2 E r ibunal lıas never venlured on lû | has testified in wriling tO 7 
>, a St, 1 
uu in û recent article, South Korea 


Accordi i i iS WAS 
1 1 Ii remains to be seen if Paris wa: 
1 : islrate”", Thirly Frerclımen haye | a 
٤ . ing {he pussible re- j| magislrale 1 a e ar E 
E 4 r e r EN E Nalions | indeed been heard by tribunal inves. | rig! 
was apprehensive about lie cul sy 


aT FT 


United Statea, nore than a quar- 
ter of all children under 12 Ko 


jok control uf Anjouan ilimıd ancl 
ibilî "iq | rel sş, wlıich placed France out- | took con EE 
Yêrlrine toll Arbour how shocked sponsibility 0 ligalors, but nly in the course of in ke i اا‎ has nol au Û nele û unilateral devlar 
is lypical. The corporations, over bailing out the Narlh even helure ' Taris was at the allegations. He said | forces’ conunanders. formul preliminary huarinygs” 1o | sile : 
hungry for at least part of the which he “needed" a tutal of 34 indebted then as now, got the gov- | the eth. Now seh ai uperalion in 
year, atomic bombs. MacArthur's dis- 
The 729 children rushed to 


erııment effectively to cancel rlebis 


dependence on August #. A sinuilir 
owed to ortlinary Korcans, 


۹ ا‎ inistr' 1 Is questions, I1 enue AE 
hal French officers obeyed insirılc- Accurding to foreign ministry establish whether a person shuld | swerecl he tribunal's «Ii ıqrisig iumeadialely sued on tlie 
aut of fhe qucstion, The refornt awl 


E Ch Ê HETO ` sewt i Nalo is 
tions they received from the allies. j sources: "The affuir is going to cont ar shuull nol be callecl a> a witness, | also remains to be scent i 
FORGIVENESS is seasonally Felabilitatizn of ils ov 


nıissal, when it came, did not by any 
in the air, and not just in 


hospitn in Japan after watching means end the nuclear planning. 


eunnny js 


: : i 7 ighbouring island of Miolwli, 

َ 8 0 # 1i ib the ir ration" resides iu | planning tu take action iygainsl wal nigh : habitus also vomplainetl 
' Arbour later issued a communiqué | plicate co rperatiun ا‎ N The "nonrctruperatinn" resides ili minals in Busnia, whose E e I 

Kim Dae Jung, South Kures | Ihe i allrged | bunal bevause the climate uf irusl | The ın by {he French authuri- | criminals in Bu! 2 will | of being marginalised by the ¥ 

Nintendo's Pocket Monsters car- Korea, where two former presi- | Congressman Albert Gore, the US | new e jê Oê of lhe minor . e E 10 arrest allge has been broken. It Il take 8 e i a wtepled informal cun- “Everyone kugws thai arrests a 

non show attracted rather more | dents have been granted an | vice-presidents lather, raisecl the | ity of Koreans who have any mem- | Kur 3 vi THe wad û u i SE COO for | to convince our officers to continu 

attention last week than UInicef's amnesty by the marı who was al- question mıtclı later in the war. ory of the terrible evens of 1450, 

estimate that 226 nillion chil 


most murdered by their regimes 


after months of pernickely | comproniise the Dayton accords. 
tacls ait montis p' kel: Pı 8 ات‎ yt Cı 
دا‎ ccted 2 


negotialions over procedure, to en- | says a diplomalic source in Paris. 
y imas in 


dren worldwide are stunted. Washington or other Western capi 


From the Chinese “fat babies” 


Pierre Yëré, Ihe AU's mecliator 
1ê! 
1 when Nato siressecl thal | lo take pari in hearings, shout 


He was 21 wher the war against j rwe jCl, it niy be China thal 


ihe Comoros issue, els that thu |‏ س 
un ence mabled 4 dilope le‏ ر {bunal and all {hose who‏ 1 ۴ 
أ dniary Bosnia and iı jus- | cunlerence abled a dialog‏ 1 ا ١ 1 ith "j | &xisions of that nature were taken | be r i told all French mil | sure thal n» hearing should take‏ 
Japan ended and Korea briefly | enı ihe rescur with “juts! Î intly by the allies. “Chief responsi Richard 3 Cliding those in | place before i magistrate. They first‏ : 0 
2 م president, In a recent interview, | tals, By Boxing Day, the Chinese hoped for liberty and unity before Î enough nid lo keep a separile slale j‏ 
who bring good luck on New South Africa'a Bishop Desmond | were over the 38th parallel, the | the intervention of great powers‏ 
Year cards to Britain's own‏ | ' 


buggin. ا‎ 
Buk the separalisls on Anjauaıt 
and Mohéli, resisting pressure fron! 


Tutu spoke with nıoral authority 
an the subject, But he was also 
quite candid in spelling out its 


EEE . i e : 1 ice being done now thal fic war is 
i handi war criminals | tary units, ESE AF rutinisc the list of questions the | tice bel ary, that the 
funcluning in the Nurth, but une e the Muslims, Croats and | Bosnia, that "30 French ا ا‎ tigalors want to ask, then for | over inl o ConarY e 
thal is increaingly dependent" on Serbs," said the Nato secretary- j cluding generals, have testifiet bid them to ask officers any ques- | only way to 
Bujing. That wuuldl be im unhappy } 


dividing line between north and 
south, the breaching of which the US 
had called international aggression 


Teletubbies, the preferrcd image 
' of kids is plumpness — though 
| not the distended atonı 


س 


Fears from the Korean 


1 1 E son | their compatriots and lhe interna- 
:$ | general, Javier Solana. the course of hearings organised by | bId regarded as embarrassing. e ef E tional community; have r in 
tene [His arr luopeful specuhr | ji By focusing attention on the ar- | the tribunal". Decem- | Iti too early to say if the present the war crim eiber 17) avoid recognising the terri oil i 
achs of | political purpose: allowing the Û when the North Koreans crossed it war are the 1 lon is tht the humbling of South rest of war criminals, France has de- Arbour told Le Monde on e row will revive or nip in the bud (Dec tegrity of the Comoros Islande. 
' he malnourished child. Hag Eullty to confess their sins — | earlier in the year, but whiclı they malin Kerra mily iiwluilly ease relations Iherately dodged Arbours inilial | ber 15 that “no Frenchman has te! 
' Anyone ever painted a thin baby | and escape punishment — was, | and lhe South Koreans had happily reason the US will not betwen South and Nortlı, since the 
: Jesus? he argues, the price of peace. | breached themselves wiien it was 
` Unicef's argument is not just 


i Co- 
They are now wailing for Grand 
island “to declare its indepen- 
9 | investigations and arrests. It's been ا‎ ita turn", so thal the future 
and other countries,.| dence in tions between the 
cessful tiger cronony and the 6 U ess tO the truth exemplary, Canada and the Î of reglonal relations 
gn geli 7 | ‘They’re trying to control acc led Satan, Bive lowed sulk | ro elatds can be dehle he 


The security’ forces “would not 
have contemplated a settlement 
without the proapect of 
amnesty”. 

Similar motives have under- 


ceutrast brlween the highly sue- 
MacArthur who was 
an uppeal to our consciences, 


Malnutrition, it saya, has a much 
deeper impact than usually 
recognised. The problem starts 


: sion that this is a deliberate policy. It ight, France's failing ia | next meeting. is 
اا‎ More nuamveel thu before. It makes The Hague war crimes ل‎ without any form of ert e e! The government ا‎ 2 
2 major military engagement belween | | ihe prospeclive parlners ufe protection. ا‎ 
with malnourished women who piıned amnesties in countries | the two blocs and it was a vicious | turned the country's divisions inlo a LA BE would allow Kin tribunal's chief prosecutor They testifled orally, and e Is France the only country Do have the legal power to meeting. I ucceciel a 1 
are pregnant Low-birthweight | where the army remains 4 lurk- | war whose cruelties prefigured | supercharged civil war. He almost | Dac Jung, in tinıe, lo bring forwartl talks to Rémy Ourdan themselves to be ig a which, after taking part in ft Pinca to authorise its opposition dem down and for 
. babies will have lower IQs than | ing force with the Implicit power | great viciousness to follow in the ÎÛ won the presidency in 1971 against Î Llıe cunfedleral proposals for reunif To suggest that they were iie tu- | United Nations operations in the A to testify? Mohamed Taki to f a transitional pe- 
healthy children, Malnutrition is | ofveto, A settlement m Northern | next half century, It was, as Max | Park Chung Hee and has since sur- | cution lat have always been part of about France's recent how of {hemndivên ln Contempt: | Yugoslavia, has criti- 1 don't want to apeculate on the | the en the constitution 
A hidden factor for a wide range | Ireland would also very probably | Hastings says in his history of the | vived attempts at murder by truck | lis progrunıme., criticism of the court ous and shocking. sal [by the j clsed and even hindered the tri- s available to me. Clearly an in- Hod during nded to give greater 
of diseases and disabilities — | tnvolve some degree of gmneaty | struggle, “a military rehearsal for the | and by drowning, was arraignecl on | The war, however, lives on. Tle `_ As regards the refu allow | bunal’'s work? ternationgl tribunal set up by the | would be amende 
from measles to blindness. It im- | to ensure campiinnce from the | subsequent disaster in Viemnam”", false charges of inciting tlhe | fears of 1950, for instance, are the HAT'S your reaction to French government] to The military world in general has | terna' 
' pairs the immune system of five unofficial armies there, But Out of the Christmas panic of | Kwangju rebellion, South Korea's Û main reason why the US, which still 
times as many people across the there must be some timita. 


autonomy to each island, 
; world as HIV, 


ains to be seen if 
a aiirvive economically: 
ıit. has. practically no resources 
‘except money from the. Anjouan 
ا‎ a total blockade of 


Would anyone be satisfied in the 
: Unicef offera a menu of mea- | very unlikely event that the for- 
: Sures to tackle malnutrition: | mer Bosnian Serb leadera, 
, Some are extremely cheap and | Radovan Karadzic and General 
۶ Ratko Mladic, confessed thelr 
guilt in order to escape trial at 
The Hague? 


Tiananmen Square, and nearly exe- | has nearly 40,000 men in Korea, will 
cuted. His election might well be not sim the new agreeınent ban- 
taken as showing that South Korea ning landmines. The DMZ is the 
is, finally, a democracy rather than most fortified line in the world. The 
an authoritarian regime with limited | Korean war coull be said to have 
democratic mechanisnıs, It might | opened our era, so there has been 
also well be taken as showing that Î an expectation that the final curtain 
the Korean war is finally over, and might be brought down on the cold 
that the partition which it confirmed war's long drama of terrible human 
will be overconıe in the not too dis- damage, dangers avoided more bY 
tant future. Kim, with his radical | luck than good nıanagement, 

background, has always ranked te- actual physical division in the vér¥ 
unification high. The international | same peninsula where armed con” 
framework for such an effort is 


BDce wlll “Dever ene اا‎ The most surprising thing of all is 

e E ar been | by the rules of war, would feel İn e‏ اط وچ م ا ا 

edete bE ben chosen by France. We hi 
His remarks should be seen in | tiate E O e 

Context, Since my arrival at the tri- | fence ministry jurists. e led Nalo ا‎ 
1 i autumn Secondly, this leads ıus to erom, Dnatk 

ee eal a a he ıl ınandate should be the arrest of war | tutions or governments. That is‏ ن en about prob‏ س 

lems 0 3 


tumn 1 ts a 
٣ 1 i „ for | truth. It is behaviour that reflec! 
e et eo. ا‎ see E desire not to co-operate with the 


tween a soldier and a murderer corapeience o He iie" ar- civil | to abandon its separetist plans. But 


1 ld Mayotte, the ‘fourth. 
Bl a HIRE: which 
chose to remain French when the . 
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i In 
the | Comoros gained independence i 
۲ 1 5 i per- : 8 icans, who are auıpervising 5, thus enabling France to main 
frontation began, It will not be ea5y. modest but encouraging progress, | bunal, and which also squares per military. procesg in the former Yu- | 1975, thus enabling 
imple “dipstick” in the child's | “I am that man,” declared Joj e ا ا‎ Ere E ke ا‎ th this | pariculerly ‘afer oul ê ID E اج‎ ely rea onolniag egin E one le going to compare the | Pee Pe ea e 
af man,” declared Jol Iso harslıly sl € ir" th's i i i bles are i mely 
urine. Protection against worms Plummer, a Methodist minister | in which it i fought, It brougl Gee i thE ea Put those troll 1 by beth 0 
costs only f few cents, But the | in Virginia. There was an emo- 


Geııeya of peace talks between the 
two Koreas, with China and the Us, 
a hopeful development. 

Yet the difficulties are also great 
itcertainly fixed Î and inextricably tied up with, in par- 
the strategies of the two regimes rul- ticular, the state-directed industrîali- 
ing the peninsula. It brought a para- | sation that has characterised both 
dox. Both Koreas were determined regimes and ended up in both cages 
to achieve the national strengtlı, eco- | in an economic crisis, albelt very 
nomic and military, that would iasu- different in nature and scale, The 
late the country from the foreign | North's state industrinlisation .pro- 
control or intervention that had been duced the world's most autarkic 
their bitter experience under Japan. Î economy. Its largely sealed nature 
They shared the old adage "rich eventually brought near-bankru 


least a reminder that the difficulties 
of communist states in the past 
decade are not unique to them, oF 
completely separate from certail 
problems that capitalist states have 
also not solved. 

Bruce Cumings says that Ke 
reans are learning that civil wars 
never have single authors, If Korea 
in 1950 was a lesson that the world 
refused to learn, perhaps :Koreê Û , 
nearly half a century later will be 
one of which we will take notice. 2 


lices of countries, .there are’ dif gosievla? The haven't arrested 
eit degrees :of unco-operative- | anyone € 1 aê feqi afi 
a Wh t 1 find worrying is the .1 do actualy Ce 
0 negative and very firm nature | ences of opinion wi! 
very 


inister they are prepared to put into 
remarks notifled you that it will not take | of ا‎ French defence minister's ا‎ On.the other hand, they co- 
came as a surprise. . ‘remarks. 


arka : riminalı 1 i rate very closely. with the tri 
1 find it unbelievable that re- part İn the arrest of war Tee, officers have given ev opera ry done Wi the ok 
e lrane lt 1 facta speak for them- | dence before the E ier e Jinancial an 
made in such a ptory way. No, but the ا ا ا‎ een E 
1 “show” delale ی‎ the British sector. Bh e n n اا‎ 0 E e e 
ا‎ 2 2 (those hdizied, | i e e dited.: | tive consequences, for it is in the 
E for the lus wit- | The great majority of „Î neither traumatised nor discredited: | ce, for It ie 

1 nesses who have come before that | including the.most پا‎ e 1 ا‎ rene eile al hete are many 
international court, zome of them in | ‘are in the French sector. The A ا ا‎ many 


ozambique.Chanael, '. ' 
a e8 2 in this latest ûf sev- 
eral Comoran crises was the subject 
of much speculation at the OA 
conference. Most delegates thougbt 
that Anjouan would remain a prob- 
lem as long a remained 
nder French 4 A 

The people of Anjouan have. a 
strong argument when they claim 
that: the ا ا‎ 

moros Islands as recog! |: 
e UN has not existed since e |: 


lihe French justice minister] on No- | over the arrest of alleged war criniir 
vember 17. I thought there were nals, . : 
fewer 


to 
So the defence minister's | Has the French government 


In terms of national! intereat 
alone, social! and economic 
| Progress depends largely tpon 

better natritlon and improved 
i "health and sanitation. Where Yet the ato: 
children grow taller, the figures 
for gross national product rise 
; foo. The connection between 
1 poor nutrition and social dia- 
crimination againat women has 


سا یی ساسا د سی ساس یی ست ا 


Kim Phuc’s act of forgiveness 


: courage, 2 ka there. ı | Mayotte wentitsowaway"... '. |. ك‎ 
, ٍ Circumstances requiring consider- | substantial scope for: action 2 2 the British government, at both- po¬ .| ‘thay feel abaolytely alet . : 0 
country, strong army", which the loss of aid from the Soviet | Bruce Cumings: Korea's Place İn ' 4 able cou „given the precarous- | French sector, yet. ااا‎ we ا ی ا ی و ك‎ e 
fo be spelt out. Women wio arte | remained unblemished. The conflict between them, how- | Union and agricultural falure has Î the.Sun, Norton, $356 .. . |: neas of eT i actity Fence my 


their situation when they 


Without 


dominate the next elections. Russian 
1 d beyond the model 
afiekledow Bb Chat Vestine: 2 0 8 om ا‎ 
ils. 1 
e E of Russia into | Congress, ا‎ E a 
rid organizations requires the ÎÛ South Africa a 
develoament of a healthier, less Î nonraclal e e i 
jrrupt Russian financial system, Î evident al E E e 
Polltles too must change, moving | Hving o de ae 
away front the autocratic rule Yeltsin | respect E 
baa eid to alter, even though the | legendary 4 pe! anl Cae 
price has been the creation of a void ات‎ 1 n 0 a 
a e are te hard choices that | cate, urgent and anally 
Heg to be encouraged to | peaceful national E ا‎ 8 
OE BO TT 
diplomat a r E being deliberately stirred by 
1 


S NELSON MANDELA, now 


ere is reason to believe, 
e, that the transition 
wil be managed. His replace- 
ment as party chief now and his 
heir apparent to thc state presi 
dency is Thubo Mbeki, 55, his 
protege and cxperienced deputy. 
Democracy and nunrucialism 
may be new and, by President 
NMlandecla's own nccounting, in- 
complete iı South Africa, but he 
ensured that they were fairly 
ES nearly four years in uf- 
fiev, he has kept the country on 
u democratic course and begun 
creating and distributing the 
economic and social bencfits 
that many citizens expected the 
new political order quickly to he- 
stow, Naturally, this gocs alowly 
and even with agony. Mr. 
Mandela las heldl to ihe market 
policiea thant promise future 
growth, notwithstonding pres- 
surca far prompt redlatribution 
from ANC constituencies in the 
trade unions 1 and the old 
niat ranlça. 
com ah Wir. Mancleln gave in 
stepping down from the 0C 
helın struck a confrontationa 
nate in sharp contrast to the a 
clllatory tone marking much 
his career as a gg ا‎ 
= counterproduc- | The largely wi 2 
e ld اا و‎ "Pat" Foote, Î political aries اچ ا‎ 
ا‎ e ا اا ی‎ the medla and cer- 
ime, i i sexual 
e کا‎ 2 this year. “They | tain nongovernmental organiza 


ighted strategy. Tlie goodies are cer 
tain to disappear when Yeltsin does. 


“Anything that separates the men 


hep 1 aio interviewed servers saw in these ا ات‎ 
1 E and 500 instructors | band ا‎ e future agen 
over the last six months, sald li was O a ا‎ 
èrnedl that trainers had become At the E he eg 
dt Wuled about potential, sexual | hint at anl 0 red ao, dae 
harassment that they had instituted | in the ا‎ Aen mel 
“no talk, no touch” policy among | context ak a e û E 
: rults. Under thé policy, men and | Mandela coy ld req E 
En In the same ا‎ are not ak e Belts ap 
to talk to one another unless 1 E 
e is present. , |. power. 0 0 1Y E E 
Cohen will ask each of the ser | Mpbel 8 a 
vices to review the panel recom | phase. a a E 
mendations and to report back tc |..strive.. e he Cou HE 
him in 90 days, officials sald. prseeure f یا‎ 
` The panel ` alşo recommends ferdan a1 mre ا‎ 
ugheiing beslc training requfe’ | the tendency gut, on ome 
ج‎ "makjag female ` and male | man — a ten bor E 
ry aleal standards .more .similar; | ration and of hone 4 suce. 
hiring more femalê drill instructors n ah econ a 
eae Baker report rete. and improving e et ot | fandelts “new South Africa le 
more full; en. For thei E a lminigh. 
0 و ا‎ r n unprofessional behavior. : suddnly not a0 new anymqre. 1 
gehts a majo! 5 ٠ : : 


dations will kely be divi 
alve wlihln the Army, Navy and Air 
Force, each of which 18 stil fighting 
their own gender wars over the fur- 
ther integratlon of womên in their 
ET rrine Corp İs the only 
vice that trains male and e 
recrults separately. They bel 
sex-segregated training ao 
potential distraction from the di 
. pline they are trying to instill md 
that, for woes la Pree, 

jelps develop sel 1 
e pent of incréasing the 
role of women, integrated besic 
trainlig has always been 4 bell 
wether of how seriqusly each el 
vice has. ben 'in trying to get the 
maledominated military culture to 


ek With Yeltsin’s Bedside Manner 


hı : . 
ho Se whom? Yeltsin 
needs the aid. But Clinton needs 
Yeltsin to have a semblance of a 
Russia policy. Important originally 
as a detonator of change, Yeltsin has 
now become a symbol of an illusory 
stability created at the top. He must 
be supported: His inability to pur- 
sue genuine, root-and-branch re- 
form for more than six months at a 
time must be overlooked and even 
financed from abroad, in Washing- 

's view. 
e has been a strong argfu- 
ment for this view for much of 
Yeltsin's reign. But that reign is 


ity of that argument, If lis current | ously for dı n ple muttering when 
ty E! 1! a system that does not j peo ۹ 

ess is far less serious than iS epend on a Czar € 1 rt andela goes. 

ilinı far 1 8€ than hi d d czarlike leader, is short: Mandel 8 


i lou- 
uintuple bypass surgery and 1 
ble meio of last winter, it is far 


mee! e Minilater Chernomyrclin at a sanatorium outside oscow last week 
ide M 
Yeltsin ta Prime Minister Ch: lin at tori taid: E 


Army Urged to Train Females Separately 


gender troops should be together in 
training only P 


1 clad 
marching and when learning techni: | o te hendiine of thie | e E ea rah ih 
cal gad prea o asked not | lest year. Integrated training does cized. Some South African ob- 


to be quoted by name, said the re- | nı 


ington. 
Walirie White House SE 
Department, Yeltsin seems to oc- 
Yeltsin will recover and ride herd | cupy 0 ion of e E 
increasingly .~ | old Russian adage: y1 
a e e YS kate. He would not allow it. 


President Clinton's Russia policy, This has been another Moscow 


Clinton administration 
e where it began: hop- 
ing sgainst hope that an ailing Boris 


dip, les dwindled into wishful 


hisking about Yeltsin's hospital correcting the errors of a privatiza- 


Russian i- | tion program that strip-mined Russ- 
E 2 Totten ا‎ dustry for the benefit 0 a 
iyi E hospitalization | privileged few. It is now hard to be- 
i lieve that this situation is accidental 


e largely to Yeltsin's lack of 
r interest in economic 

FS. 
lain continues to shuffle re 
formist and status quo governing 
teams, inspiring lurches of change 
that are stymied when vested inter- 
ests feel threatened. The West, 


NATO expansion, the 
ad Russian technology to 
Iran's missile progranı and other 
sensitive matters, Clinton has had to 
appeal directly to Yeltsin over the 
past 12 mouths to sidetrack chal 
lenges from Moscow to American 
interests and goals in foreign policy. 
It has largely worked, although 
ıhe administration says it is not 
satisfied on the Iran missile prolı- 
lem. When push comes to shove, 
Yeltsin seems ready to order his 
ministers to do what Clinton seeks. 
Alministration officials say the 
! Russian leader is responsive wien 
' be is forced to choose between 
lueking America or keeping the 
Western financial aid that coopera- 
! fon with the United States unlocks. 

j A relationship between the 
j world's two greatest nuclear powers 
Ihat is driven by mild diplomatic co- 
ertion Irom Washinglon is a sorry 
substitute for the anbilious parlner- 
ship Yeltsin's commitment lo integ- 
mang Russia into the Wusl 
originally inspired, Worse: It will not 

work for very long. The coming 
| year is a me when the Clinton 
administration should bruaclen ils 
approach to Russia, whalever {he 
slate of Yeltsin's health. 

The dangers of sirateyle depeır 
dence on a single mortal are olıvi- 
ous and muclı discussecl within and 
outside the administration, which 
stems to have no clear picture of 


1 


4 


ise to many defense officials and 
ill ikely alt a new round of 


len together after the prac- 
ا‎ e RAC by Republi 
cans in Congress following the ced 
scandal at the Army's advance 
training base at Aberdeen, Mary- 


i inel was appointed 
Kansas), said Army, Navy and Air | land. The pan eile: 
instructors Defense Secretary 
0 ا ا‎ Cohen in 2 aftermath of the Aber 
5 f that | deen scand 8 : 
a 
Concerned with separating men and | of thelr taining 


en the whole process, 
ا‎ Baker said in a 
view. She aid the milltary appeared 
to “be losing sight of’ the difficul: 
ties associated wlth mixing a 
and, with tie basic misslon of tr 
ing; which ls to inatili discipline an: 


and 


: aiulte into solders. 
The panel's recommendatlons,: | strongly slıpport gender-integrated 
TEleased last week, came as 4 sr 


training, but siniply belleves mixed 


All rlghts strictly reserved 
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catures of themselves, Thy | 


Ernest-Antoine Seillière de lk 
orde, known to common morkl 
as EAS, was elected head ofthe 
employera' federaim 
(CNPF) on December 16, Eve 


at cigars, AS ji starts and abrupt stops 

fat ei ng which began with bold strokes and year of false 

an epitome of 0 ا‎ siraleglc vision of an active partner- | on deep fiscal reform, of sudden re- 
9 18 in many 


ployer that was apparently be 


But one can only hope, for the 
sake of the French economy as - 
well as French society, that be 
hind the apparent caricaturt 
there in fact turks a shrew 
diplomat capable of pulling 


As a well-born heir to a largt 
fortune, a graclunate of the presi . 
gious National Administration 
Schoot (ENA), and a man ıf 
great self-confidence, EAS is 
himself laden with aymıbolism. 

He is a descendant of the De 
Wendels, one of the so-called 
“200 families" that were so 
derided before the second warid 
war. That did not stop him win- 
ning the acadenıic laurels that 
dre vital for anyone wishing lo 
make a career in pulitica or the 
civil service. Like Alain Juppé 
and Lionel Jospin, France's for 
mer and current prime minis 
ters, he is an énarque — a 
graduate of ENA, not exactly heê „ 
kind of college that specialises 


GUARDIAN 


1 
f b Stu serious than a cold, diplomatic Nelsor 
ا‎ to ar vleteould flor an ghrupt | treteh tle eaten Monaey | wort ot Mandela 
ا‎ in. | Fund, responds by Russian politics no 
3: OMMENT erie o OE ii a while to squeeze Moscow on tax | Jn any event, | binary choice be- 
EDITORIAL Less discussed but just as İmpı other fiscal priorities, | longer pre جا‎ 
| | Jm Honglend are the Muslens shot Rae Bt the fond resumes the loans uaa te Coad O wı | EDITORIAL 
1 [NSTTTUTIONS are often ca HE YEAR ends on Russia for j dependence on Yeltsin creates in when Yeltsin's position seems to | Yeltsin. Other faces 


was illustrated once agaln 


French 


coming extinct. 


rabbit out of a hat, 


in raining company bosses. 


A financier rather than an in 
dustrialist or retailer, EAS is nol. 
one of those thrusting young busi 
nesspeople who started from 
nothing and went on to create 
companies and jobs — models of 
dynamism and daring that thé 
CNPF normally likes to promote. 

To get elected and perhaps to 
obscure his image in the eyes of 
CNPF members — who are any 
with the government and its 
énarqıtes, cspeclally about the 
proposed 35-hour working week 
— the new boss of the CNPF 
had no hesitation in waging an 


extremely aggressive canıpaign: 


He claimed that he intended م‎ 
“destabilise Lionel Jospin”, and 


“ ", He 
E of | discussion about hot a 
equal representation in wë | اا‎ 2 aun 
bargaining talks, There again, he : ; This year, senior defense chiefs 
e Tt hoes 1 staunchly defended training men 


from a privileged backgı 


who apparently refuses to accept 


the verdict of the ballot box, 


Now that he is thé bqsêes' 
boss, EAS would be well advised 
to prove thatthe caricature W3 
wrong and to drop his campaig® 


d a: 
promises. As a neo-liberal and a: 
Euraphile, he knowa that : 
market ia also a contract, 0 | 
that what France needs is ®; 
the demise of aocial dialog: 


.but its renewal. 
(December 17) ' 
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people in the crowd persuadlecl 
them to dance with them. Afler all, 
the bassijis are young 20 yeur-olels 
too, so why shouldn't they dance?" 

According to another intellectual, 
One paper even reported ihat the 
main mosque in Tehran, Husseiniye 
Ershad, was emply on the day the 
Iran team qualified, People also 
made puns on tlhe event, saying thial 
after its qualification for the jame 
jakaki (World Cup) Iran would qual- 
ify for the jamee jahani (inler- 
national society). 

“The country is undergoing a fun- 
damental change, and its leaders 
don't yet know how to handle it," 
says a Western diplomat. The out- 
burst of feeling on November 24 
gave flesh to bare statistics: “It was 
possible to see with one’s own eyes 
how many young people there are 
in this country and what 50 per cenl 
of the population being uncler 20 re- 
ally means,” he says. Those young 
people are increasingly delermineccl 
to make their voices heard, 


Iranians openly celebrate their national side's World Cup qualification 


hundred young women forced their 
way into Tehran's Azali stadium, 
where the players were being wet 
comecl back. The securily forces, who 
had received orders to allow only 
neu into the stadium, were swept 
aside by an avalanche of women, 

“The whole thing was entirely un- 
expected,” says Murad Saghafy, edi- 
tor of Goftegu magazine. “What was 
odd was aot only the atmosphere of 
testivity, but the enthusiasm for 
football — and especially the enthu- 
siasm shown by women. 

"It was an expression of people's 
desire to liberate themselves, to 
give of themselves, to be interested, 
to be physically present. I] was sur 
prised by tlıe scale of the phenome- 
non, and also by the atmosphere in 
which it all took place; people were 
very joyful, calm and welkbehaved.” 

As for the security forces, some 
of them reportedly received orders 
not to intervene. "I was told that in 
some places the bassijis [volunteers 
wlio enforce Islamic behaviour] 
wanted to step in, but in most cases 


Iranians underg 
ا‎ 


Mouna Nalm in Tehran 


6¢ HATEVER you 

write, please (e- 

scribe what hap- 
pened the other day, when the Iran 
national football team beat Aus- 
tralia,” says Shirine. She can still 
hardly believe what happened, so 
oyerjoyed is she at the way the Ira- 
nians seenı to have cone to their 
senses, begun to express thent- 
selves and spontaneously taken to 
the streets. 

She remembers tlıe watershed of 
the May 23 election, which, against 
all expectations, swept the moder 
ate Mohammed Khatanıi to the 
presidency of Iran. “There was such 
Aa huge crowd," Shirine rernembers, 
"There were people everywhere. 
Girls, yes girls, were dancing on car 
bonnets, some of them without their 
chadnrs. They fell free lo (o so. 
Young people were chanting ‘Iran! 
Iran! instead of ‘Islam! Islan! Tm 
sill getting a buzz from it." 

Whoever you talk to in Tehran, 
tlıe conversation comes round to 
the celebrated football match of 
November 29 inı Melbourne, when 
Iran beat Australia and qualifted for 
the finals of the 1998 World C up iı 
France, 

On top of thıe teaımr's qualifieation 
— which Iattered the Iranlans' 
fierce and deep-rooted nationalism 
— the spontaneous welcome the 
players got witen they returned to 
Tehran four days alter the match 
was widely seen here as politically 
significant, 

Iranians seem surprised to dis- 
cover that the baby boomers of the 
Islamic revolution of 1979, who 
make up half the population, want to 
make their voices heard and refuse 
ı¢ remain trapped inı an ideological 
straitjackel. 

"They're talking,” says Shirine. 
“The ather evening one of the play- 
ers interviewed on television wasn't 
afraid to lament the fact that no rep- 
resentative of [ran was present in 
Marseille at the draw tor the final | that was when the shah left Iran.” 
stages of the World Cup. That is something which Yazdi be- 

“He was quite prepared to say | lieves President Khatami's oppo- 
there were hidden forces that | nents are bound to have to takê into 
wanted lo prevent the team from consideration. 
going lo Paris, and he said so on 


televislon, which is entirely con- 
irolled by {he conservatives. We 
may be making our first steps to- 
wards democracy," 

Ibrahim Yazdi, president of the 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Iran, an illegal but tolerated opposi- 
tion party — who has since been ar- 
rested by the authorities — also 
sees a parallel between May's presi- 
deutial election and the sponta- 
neous outburst of Novenber 29, 

“The whole country, in cities, 
towns and villages, took to the 
streets," he says, "There was a veri. 
table national uprising. I would put 
it down to the collective uncon- 
scious. Within an hour, without any- 
one having issued any call for 
action, people found themselves 
gathering together, I1 can think of 
only one historical precedent, and 


Everyone remembers how several 


(December 11) 


"We've never been attacked, but 
we've saved lives.” 


Macé underlines the originality of 


this “prevention through dialogue, 
aš opposed to repression, which can 
often make the situation worse". But 
he also points to “the paradox of a 
prevention campaign designed to 
create greater-security that relies on 
staff who themselves have no job 
security". 


“Most of the time, when someone 


works for a company," says one 
meliator, “he wants recognition, he 
wants to be promoted, But there's 
nothing like that lıere.” : 


The possibility of eventually land- 
driver is something 


Macé lays much’ of the blame at 


the RATP’Ss door, and urges the trans- 
port autlıority: “to turn the function of 
ا ا‎ into a genuine job, and also 
to allow It to prepare people for suth 
jobs as busdriver, conductor, secur- 
ity agent or urban mediator”, 


(December 11( 


ing a job’as a 
touted by the RATP But trade union 
hostility to any form of special 
dispensation in the hiring process 
aud management's refusal to give 
mediators permanent jobs, what 
ever the reactions of RATP staff, 
mean that that prospect does not 
‘often materialise, 


When drivers got to the time of day 
that they most dreaded — the end 
of achool — they found they no 
longer had to deal with bus doors 
being jammed open, emergency 
windows taken out and geats dam- 
aged. “The youngsters know us 
well, ancl they put valid tickets into 
the stamping machine,” says one 
mediator. 

While some drivers are doubtful 
about the usefulness of mediators 
outside that particularly difficult 
time of the day, Macé draws a differ- 
ent conclusion. The mediators’ 
actual tasks extend far beyond a 
purely theoretical sphere, since 
they possess a wide Variety of skills, 
from a knowledge of behavioural 
codes and a sense of contact to 
sirength of character and sang- 
froid. 

Although they do not work in the 
evenings, thelr presence through- 
out tlie day exposes therm to particu- 
larly tense situations. “We' have to ' 
deal with pitbulls and gangs with 
dogs," says one mediator, "And . 
there we are,-trying calmly to ex- 
plain things to them; But'we can 


easily get knifed.” Another says: Î; 


‘Brothers’ help to curb violence on buses 


Nathanlel Herzberg 


I 


cally, had the effect of boosting so- 
cial affairs minister Martine Aubry's 
recently introduced youth employ- 
ment scheme. Young 
called “elder brothers", 
gers" or "ambiance agents", are 
being taken an by transport cont 
panies in a bicl to defıse possible 
clashes on vehivles serving “sensi 
live" suburban areas. 


makers", It was not easy for them to 
integrate into the RATP They were 
taken on just after RATP staff had 
.gOne on strike to protest against a 
syringe attack on a driver, 

“At a time when drivers were 
expecting better’ security arrange- 
ments — secure -driving cabins, 
ımore ticket inspectors and security 
agents, a refurn to the use of con- 
ductorg — they were not given a 
Satisfactory explanation a5 to why 
Young men with swarthy conplex- 
ions and black bomber jackels were 
working on their buses, particularly 
as they came fron outside ihe 
RATP.” Macé notes, 

“In the reigning atmosphere of 
exasperalion, fear and racism, that 
was enough for [the driver] to re- 
gard the ‘elder brothers’ as ‘scunı'.”" 
The jobs, which were "precarious 
and required special dispensatioıı”, 
only’ fuelled the misgivings of RATP 
staff, whose children had increasing 
difficulty in getting taken on by the 
transport authority. 

But in time the experiment was 
shown to be ııseful. The mediators" 
chief task, to reduce unruly behav- 
ou, was undeniably strccessfiul, 


NCREASING violence on French 
public transport has, paradoki- 


mediators, 
"messen- 


[ric Macê, a researcher witlı the 


Paris Transport Authorily 


bre. 


the identity, of trouble 


National Scientific Researclı Centre, 
has just published the first assuss- 
ment of an experiment initiated by 
the 
(RATP) three years nga: 27 "elder 
brothers" aged beiween 20 and 30 
were put on sone bus routes in the 
northern suburbs of Paris lollowing 
a spate of incidents on buses taking 
young [reople to the Torcy sporls 


Their job was "to nıediaie", They 
theınselves came fronı deprived 
areas in the region and were fami} 
iar with “the ethos, and sometimes 


cen 


even 


